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AMENDED RULE

NEBRASKA ADM NI STRATI VE CODE

LAST DATE AMENDED: June 9, 1992
TI TLE 36 - DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE, DI VI SI ON OF LABORATORI ES

Chapter 1 - THE NEBRASKA SO L AND PLANT ANALYSI S LABORATORY
ACT REGULATI ONS

001 M ni num St andar ds.

001.01 Laboratory Facilities and Equi pnment. Each

| aboratory which performs soil and plant anal ysis shal
mai ntai n equi pment and facilities which are adequate and
appropriate for the services offered. Each |aboratory
shall also maintain the foll ow ng standards:

001. 01A A witten plan of quality assurance shal
be devel oped and foll owed, and shall include, but
not be limted to, the follow ng el enents:

001. 01A1 Organization and responsibilities of
per sonnel .

001. 01Ala Qualifications of |aboratory
supervi sor.

001. 01Alb Staff training procedures.

001. 01Alb(1) VLaboratory standard
operating procedures and quality




assurance.

001. 01Alb(2) Test nethods training.

001. 01A1b(3) Proficiency assessment.

001. 01Alb(4) Safety.

001. 01A2 Laboratory equi pment and inventory.
001. 01A2a Manufacturer, nodel, and age.
001. 01A2b Frequency of calibrations.

001. 01A2c Routine preventative maintenance
schedul es.

001. 01A2d Witten record of calibrations
and repairs.

001. 01A3 Sanpl e handl i ng.

001. 01A3a Assignment of unique sanple
numnber .

001. 01A3b Sanpl e | oggi ng procedures.
001. 01A3c Sanpl e cust ody.
001. 01A3d Record custody.

001. 01A4 Analytical nmethods.

001. 01A4a Listing of departnment approved
met hods used.

001. 01A4b Listing of other methods used.
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001. 01A4c Protocol for in-house validation
of net hods.

001. 01A5 Analytical standards and ot her
reagents.

001. 01A5a Sources of purchased standards.

001. 01A5b Use of appropriate standard
mat eri al .

001. 01A5¢c Adherence to standard expiration
dat e.

001. 01A5d Use of appropriate grade of

ot her reagents.

001. 01A5e Witten docunentation of reagent
pr eparation.

001. 01A6 Laboratory gl assware.

001. 01A6a Accuracy appropriate for the
i ntended use.

001. 01A6b Cl eaning procedure to avoid
cont am nati on.

001. 01A7 Quality Control.

001. 01A7a Nunber of controls and frequency
of use.

001. 01A7b Use of standard curves or other
cali bration nethods.

001. 01A7c Use of control and warning
[imts.

001. 01A7d Corrective action enployed for
system control .
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001. 01A7e Docunentati on.
001. 01A7f Control data review
001. 01A7g Data cust ody.

001. 01A7h Participation in inter-
| aboratory proficiency testing program

001.01B Anple work bench space shall be provided,
whi ch shall be properly lighted and convenient to
sink water and electrical outlets as necessary.

001.01C Records of the activities shall be readily
accessi bl e and made avail able to the departnment upon
request .

001.02 Personnel. Each |aboratory shall be supervised
by a person who is responsible for the training and
supervi sion of their staff to sufficiently acconplish the
requi renments of the Nebraska Soil and Plant Anal ysis
Laboratory Act and this regulation. Such person shall,
as a condition precedent, neet one of the follow ng

qual i fications:

001. 02A They shall be a graduate of an accredited
coll ege with a bachel or of science degree and a
maj or in one of the chem cal, engineering, physical
or biological sciences; or

001.02B They shall be a graduate of an accredited
college with a bachel or of science degree and a

m ni mum of twenty credit hours or the equival ence
thereof in chem stry or soil science; or

001. 02C They shall have five years prior experience
in the supervision of a |aboratory which perforns
soil and plant analysis, and shall be approved by
the Director.

002 Standard Reporting Units. Analytical results shall be
reported in elemental formas parts per mllion, except as

4
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fol |l ows:
002.01 Either parts per mllion or percent may be used
for results above one thousand parts per mllion.

002.02 The negative log value fromdirect instrument
readi ng shall be used for pH val ues.

002. 03 O her nethods of reporting may be used for

anal ysis when reporting as parts per mllion is not
applicable. Exanples of such situations are sol uble
salts, particle size analysis, and | evel of excess |ine.

003 Report formats. The name of the test performed and the
met hod used for that test shall be stated specifically.

003.01 When the test is perfornmed in adherence to
publ i shed and accepted soil nethod references, the | abel
wll state the test and nethod. Exanple: Zinc by DTPA
extraction. The method nust be identified by the sane
met hod name, and all conditions nust be foll owed as
publ i shed.

003.02 When the test is performed in a manner other than
as stated in 003.01 above, the |label will state the test
and indicate the method as "other"”, or by a designation
sel ected by that particular |aboratory. The selected
desi gnati on shall not be as stated in 003.01. Method
nodi fi cati ons nmust be supported by in house validation,
as in 001. 01A4c.

004 Annot ati on. Neb. Rev. Stat. 8§82-3101 to 2-3110
(Reissue 1991, Cum Supp., 1994 and Supp. 1995.




